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2012 BC-ABA Conference Schedule Summary 
 

Friday Evening, March 2nd, 2012 

5:15-6:00 p.m. REGISTRATION FOR THE EVENING WORKSHOP, SCARFE BUILDING, UBC 

6:00-9:00 p.m. 

Pre-Conference Workshop 

Sleep Better! Improving Sleep for Children with Special 
Needs 

(Room 100) 
Dr. Mark Durand 

CEUs 
*You must be a BC-ABA member to attend the pre-conference workshop 

9:00-9:30 p.m. CEU PAYMENT RECEIVED, SCARFE FOYER 

 

 

About Our Keynote Speaker 
 

V. Mark Durand, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Dept. of Psychology at the 

University of South Florida-St. Petersburg. He is known for his ground-

breaking research on functional communication training and other 

approaches for treating challenging behaviors in people with autism 

spectrum disorders and other developmental disabilities. He is the 

author of Sleep better: A guide to improving sleep for children with 

special needs; and, most recently, Optimistic parenting: Hope and help for you and your 

challenging child.   

 

 
 

www.bc-aba.org 

http://www.bc-aba.org/


2012 BC-ABA Conference Schedule Summary 
 

Saturday, March 3rd, 2012 

8:00-8:50  REGISTRATION FOR THE CONFERENCE, SCARFE BUILDING FOYER 

9:00-10:30  

Keynote Address 

An Optimistic Approach to Helping Individuals with Challenging Behavior 
Dr. Mark Durand 

Room 100 
CEUs 

10:30-11:00  BC-ABA annual general meeting, (Room 100) 

11:00-11:15 BREAK: COFFEE, PASTRIES, ETC., IN SCARFE FOYER 

 Room 206 Room 207 Room 208 Room 209 

11:15-12:45 
 

Session 1 

Mini Seminar 

 
Promoting a Family-

Centered Approach to 

Ethics for Behaviour 

Consultants 

Joe Lucyshyn, Deborah 

Pugh, Kavita Kamat, 

Brenda Fossett 

 

CEUs 

Traditional Papers 

 
Road to Success: 

Decreasing Problem 

Behaviours and Increasing 
Independence. 

Bohdanna Popowycz 

Kvam 

 
1. Acquisition of Spontaneous 

Language in a Preschool 

Child with Autism 

Anna Matchneva, Natasha 

Madhani, Heather Carlos 
 

CEUs 

Mini Seminar 

 
Establishing Appropriate 

Stimulus Control During 

Discrimination Training: A 

Tutorial 

Laura Grow 

 

 

 

 
CEUs 

Mini-Seminar 
 

A Review of “Sensory” 

Interventions for 

Individuals with Autism 

Pat Mirenda 

 

 

 

CEUs 

12:45-:1:30 
LUNCH- INCLUDED WITH EARLY REGISTRATION 

Poster session during lunch in Scarfe Foyer 

1:30-3:00 
 

Session 2 

Traditional Papers 

 
2. Least Restrictive Most 

Effective Interventions 

Katie Allen, Ben Reiman 

Taking a Look at the 

Quality of Our Behavioral 
Measurements: What are 

We Really Measuring? 

Heidi St. Pierre, Judy Bui 

CEUs 

Mini-Seminar 

 
Social Skills Programming 

for Advanced Learners 

Leah Mumford, Sara 

White 

 

 

 

 
CEUs 

Mini-Seminar 
 

3. Supporting Children with 

Autism in Recreation 

Settings 

 

Stephanie Jull 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CEUs 

Mini-Seminar 
 

Recent Research in the 

Assessment and Treatment 

of Stereotypy 

 

Tyla Frewing, Sarah 

Pastrana, John T. Rapp 

 

 

 

 

 
CEUs 

3:00-3:15 BREAK: COFFEE, PASTRIES, ETC., IN SCARFE FOYER 

3:15-4:45 
 

Session 3 

Invited Ethics Panel  
Room 100 

CEUs 

4:45-5:45 CEU PAYMENT RECEIVED, SCARFE BUILDING FOYER 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday March 2nd, 2012 
 

Sleep Better! Improving Sleep for Children 
with Special Needs 

Scarfe Building, Room 100 
6:00-9:00 PM 

Pre-Conference Workshop  
*for BC-ABA members only 

3 CEUs  
 

Presenter: Dr. Mark Durand, University of South 
Florida-St. Petersburg 
 
Abstract: This workshop will begin with an overview 

of sleep and the problems that are associated with it. 
Highlighted will be a number of the more common 
disturbances of sleep such as bedtime difficulties, 
night waking, circadian rhythm disorders and sleep 
terrors, and recent work on the non-medical 
treatments for these problems. Described will be the 
presenter’s work with children who have special needs 
such as autism and other developmental disorders, as 
well as exciting recent work with families who have 
difficulty implementing behavioral strategies. 

 

Saturday, March 3rd, 2012 
 

Key Note Address:  
 

An Optimistic Approach to Helping 
Individuals with Challenging Behavior 

Scarfe Building, Room 100 
9:00-10:30 AM 

1.5 CEUs 
 

Presenter: Dr. Mark Durand, University of South 
Florida-St. Petersburg 
 
Abstract: Challenging behaviors continue to top the 

list of concerns for families and teachers of persons 
with autism and other developmental disabilities. 
Although we have made impressive gains in helping 
reduce these problem behaviors, obstacles remain. 
This talk with cover new insights into these obstacles 
and how teachers and families can overcome them 
and effectively help individuals with even the most 
severe behavioral challenges. Evidence-based 
approaches to replacing behavior problems will be 
discussed, along with a description of how these 
advances can help caregivers and teachers be more 
effective in their efforts to help those with behavioral 
challenges while helping themselves lead happier and 
less stressful lives. The implications for this new 
approach on family-teacher partnerships will be 
described. 
 
 
 
 
 

BC-ABA AGM, Room 100, 10:30-11:00 
 

All BC-ABA members are invited and encouraged to 
attend the AGM right after the key note address.  
Reports will be presented from each committee on the 
board as well as the results from the latest election. 
 

Concurrent Session #1- 11:15-12:45 
 

Mini-Seminar, Room 206, 1.5 CEUs 
Promoting a Family-Centered Approach to Ethics 

for Behaviour Consultants 

Presenters: Joseph Lucyshyn, University of British 
Columbia; Deborah Pugh, Autism Community 
Training; Kavita Kamat, PosAbilities; Brenda Fossett, 
University of British Columbia 
 
Abstract: The presentation will apply ethical principles 

and guidelines as defined by ethicists and behavior 

analysts to two recurring issues in early intervention 

services to families of children with ASD and other 

disabilities: Family involvement; and service delivery 

oversight.  ACT’s role in promoting ethical practices 

will be described, the two issues will be illustrated, and 

ethical guidelines will be applied.  Small group 

problem solving will seek solutions that can be 

implemented by ACT in collaboration with MCFD to 

promote ethical, family-centered services.  

Subsequent access to an on-line learning stream 

focused on ethical service delivery will be made 

available to conference registrants 

Traditional Papers, Room 207, 1.5 CEUs* 
Road to success: Decreasing problem behaviours 
and increasing independence. 
 
Presenter: Bohdanna Popowycz Kvam, Harmony 

House CARES 
 
Abstract: Everyone matures and grows; this is a fact 
of life. What children with autism, especially children 
with problem behaviours need are solid and data- 
based strategies to encourage and develop skills to 
enable entrance into social and work environments. 
This presentation reviews one young man’s current 
journey using a specific strategy that is the beginning 
steps to self -regulation during stressful social and 
early job related situations. Videos and visuals will be 
presented in regards to baseline, in home-
implementation and generalization. Dialogue in 
regards to further steps to follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Concurrent Session #1 cont. - 11:15-12:45 
 

Acquisition of Spontaneous Language in a 

Preschool Child with Autism 

 

Presenters: Anna Matchneva, Natasha Madhani, and 

Heather Carlos, I Step Ahead Services Inc. 

Abstract: One of the frequently observed deficits in 

young children with autism is the lack of spontaneous 
language. The purpose of this study was to evaluate 
the effects of a teaching procedure on acquisition of 
generalized tacting repertoire (ability to tact objects in 
the absence of verbal antecedent stimuli) in a 
preschool child with autism during play. Intervention 
was delivered one on one using carefully selected 
teaching materials, echoic-to-tact transfer and 
reinforcement. Probe data was collected and 
percentage of spontaneous responses was calculated. 
The procedure implemented effectively increased the 
child's spontaneous tacting. Generalization to 
untrained items and across settings also occurred. 
 

*You must attend BOTH papers in this session to 
earn 1.5 BACB CEUs. 
 
Mini-Seminar, Room 208, 1.5 CEUs 
Establishing appropriate stimulus control during 
discrimination training: A tutorial 
 
Presenter: Laura Grow, University of British Columbia 
 
Abstract: This session will focus on methods for 

establishing appropriate stimulus control during 

discrimination training for children with developmental 

disabilities. Attendees of the session will learn how 

arrange complex antecedent stimuli including how to 

a) introduce new training stimuli, (b) select auditory 

instructions, (c) counterbalance auditory and visual 

stimuli and, (d) select the critical features of the S+ 

and S- comparison stimuli. The presenter will provide 

general guidelines and visual demonstrations of how 

to implement the procedures described above.   

Mini-Seminar, Room 209, 1.5 CEUs 
A Review of “Sensory” Interventions for 

Individuals with Autism 

 

Presenter: Pat Mirenda, University of British 

Columbia 

 

Abstract: Interventions aimed at ameliorating 

behaviours that appear to stem from challenges 

related to sensory modulation have become 

increasingly common over the past decade, especially 

for individuals with autism spectrum disorder. These 

include sensory integration therapy, weighted vests,  

Concurrent Session #1 cont. - 11:15-12:45 
 

sensory/Snoezelen rooms, auditory integration 

training, therapeutic “brushing,” and touch/massage 

therapy. This mini-seminar will provide a summary of 

recent literature reviews of the effectiveness of these 

interventions, complemented by studies published 

after the reviews were completed. The implications for 

behaviour consultants, behavior analysts, and parents 

of individuals with autism will be highlighted. 

Poster Session, 12:45-1:30, Scarfe Foyer 
 

Using a Yoked Contingency Observational 

Learning Protocol to Teach New Skills 

Presenters: Harley Lang, Sarah Pastrana, and 

Sharon Baxter 
 
Abstract: In this case study, a yoked-contingency 
protocol (Greer & Ross, 2008) was used to teach a 
child with autism to textually respond to 12 action 
words. The yoked-contingency protocol involved a 
game in which the target student and a peer were 
pitted against the instructor. The target student was 
required to attend to his peer’s responses to learn the 
correct response. After the textual response had been 
learned for all words, the yoked contingency 
procedure was then successfully used to teach the 
student to demonstrate the action corresponding to 
each word.  
 
Teaching Assent Withdrawal to a Student with 
Autism 
 
Presenters: Lindsay Parrott, Leah Mumford, and Sara 

White 
 
Abstract: Assent withdrawal is a vital skill for 
individuals with autism to acquire as part of their 
behavioural repertoire.  In this case study, a student 
with autism was taught to request a break during one-
on-one home sessions using a visual cue and prompt 
fading.  Situations were contrived in which the student 
would be likely to require a break, for example when 
transitioning between activities.  Prompts were used 
initially to teach him to use the phrase, “I need a 
minute” in which he would be permitted to engage in a 
preferred activity for one minute.  When the student 
was able to request a break independently a 
differential reinforcement of lower rates of behaviour 
(DRL) procedure was implemented in order to teach 
the student to request a break at an appropriate 
frequency each session 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Poster Session, 12:45-1:30, Scarfe Foyer 
 

Generalization of Conversation Skills to the 
Natural Environment 
 
Presenters: Fergus Bagley, Tyla Frewing, and 

Sharon Baxter 
 
Abstract: The present study used a multiple-baseline 
design across activities to evaluate the effectiveness 
of a token economy reinforcement system and 
textured prompting in increasing the use of mastered 
conversation skills in the natural environment with a  
19-year old male diagnosed with autism.  Results 
showed that near-zero conversation targets were 
demonstrated during baseline conditions, and the 
response rate increased to 5 conversation targets, 
with 1 or fewer errors, per 5-minute timing.  These 
results were replicated across three different activities. 
 
The use of Video Modeling on an iPad to Teach 
Daily Living Skills to a Young Boy with Autism 
 
Presenters: Sara Clark and Heidi St. Pierre 

 
Abstract: This poster will show the effects of video 

modeling instruction using an iPad to teach daily living 
skills to a young boy with autism. Researchers 
Charlop-Christy, Le, & Freeman (2000) found that 
video modeling led to faster acquisition of tasks then 
in vivo modeling and promoted generalization. Data 
will show how the use of video modeling instruction 
positively affected the acquisition of new daily living 
skills for this young boy. This poster will also 
demonstrate how the use of video modeling can be 
used to extend the limited funds for intervention here 
in BC when children turn 6. 
 
Incorporating Exposure Therapy into an ABA 
Program 
 
Presenters: Rubina Mangat and Sara White 

 

Abstract: The focus of this poster is to demonstrate 

the effectiveness of exposure therapy, as an 
intervention to treat co-occurring disorders such as 
Anxiety and Obsessive Compulsive Disorder with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder. Specifically, readers will 
be given information on how to incorporate a 
Cognitive-Behaviour intervention into a systematic 
discrete-trial, ABA program.  Derived from an actual 
case-study, readers will be shown a real-life example 
of how to operationally define abstract behaviour, how 
to write an ABA program using exposure therapy and 
will be shown data on the rate of progression and 
success for this particular client.  
 
 
 
 

 

Poster Session, 12:45-1:30, Scarfe Foyer 
 

A Behavioral Intervention Package to Treat Food 
Selectivity 
 

Presenters: Fey Yen and Sharon Baxter 

 
Abstract: The current study examined the 
effectiveness of a treatment package on food 
selectivity for a 4-year-old boy with autism. Baseline 
data showed that he accepted ten food items only.  
His refusal to new foods had persisted for a year.  A 
combination of treatment strategies was implemented 
including contriving EO’s for foods, providing positive 
reinforcers upon acceptance, and escape extinction.  
After the intervention, the child accepted thirteen foods 
that he used to refuse and thirteen new food items.  
Furthermore, generalization to eight novel foods was 
observed in the natural environment.  This treatment 
package has been highly effective and the 
generalization effects are evident.   
 
Teaching Emotion Recognition to Adolescents 
with Autism 
 
Presenter: Janet MacFarlane; Active ABA Teaching 
 
Abstract:. This poster presentation will provide an 
overview of a case study conducted to determine the 
effectiveness of using general case analysis for 
teaching emotion recognition to two adolescents with 
autism. Methods displayed on the poster will include a 
brief description of the intervention teaching technique 
known as general case analysis. Using this method, 
the twin participants were taught to recognize multiple 
examples of emotional expressions demonstrated by 
videotaped actors. Facial actions were also taught in 
order to enhance discrimination ability. Finally, the 
intervention results displayed on the poster in 
graphical form will show the increases in scores for 
both participants.  
  

Concurrent Session #2, 1:30-3:00 
 

Traditional Papers, Room 206, 1.5 CEUs* 
Least Restrictive Most Effective Interventions 

Presenters: Katie Allen, ABLE Development Clinic; 
Ben Reiman, PosAbilities- Laurel Behaviour Support 
Services  
 
Abstract: Achieving a balance of effectiveness and 
social acceptability in the use of behavioural 
interventions for severe aggression and self-injury is 
difficult to achieve. While individuals who receive 
behavioural treatment have the right to the most 
effective treatment procedures available (ABAI, 1989), 
ethical guidelines for responsible conduct of behavior 
analysts state that the “behavior 
analyst...recommends the least restrictive procedures 
likely to be effective in dealing with a behaviour  



 

Concurrent Session #2 cont. - 1:30-3:00 
 
problem” (BACB, 2010).  This presentation will review  
case studies that demonstrate selecting the least 
restrictive while still effective interventions to reduce 
challenging behaviours. The results of these case 
studies and their implications will be discussed.    

 
Taking a Look at the Quality of Our Behavioral 
Measurements: What are We Really Measuring? 
 
Presenters: Heidi St. Pierre; Judy Bui, Zambolin 

Consulting Inc. 
 
Abstract: In ABA we measure behavior to answer 
questions about the existence and nature of functional 
relations between socially significant behavior and 
environmental variables. Repeatability, temporal  
extent, and temporal locus are all dimensions of 
behavior.  How often a behavior occurs in time, how 
long a behavior occurs, and when specifically a 
behavior occurs are all important dimensions of a 
behavior that can and should guide our intervention.  
Yet we often collect and display our data in ways that 
do not necessarily reflect these dimensions.  This 
paper will explore various measurement systems, their 
advantages and disadvantages, and suggest 
alternative ways to display our data that take into 
account the three dimensions of behavior. 
 
*You must attend BOTH papers in this session to 
earn 1.5 BACB CEUs. 
 
Mini-Seminar, Room 207, 1.5 CEUs 
Social Skills Programming for Advanced Learners 

 

Presenters: Leah Mumford; Sara White 

Abstract: Creating appropriate programming for 

students with high functioning autism can be very 

challenging, but for many students, this teaching is 

essential to long term social success through the 

school years and beyond.  This presentation will 

examine some important considerations when creating 

social skills programs for students with high 

functioning autism such as conceptual considerations, 

assessment procedures (e.g., standardized 

assessments, informal assessments), teaching 

procedures, generalization, home-school collaboration 

and data collection.  Current research and trends on 

this topic will also be discussed.   

Mini-Seminar, Room 208, 1.5 CEUs 
Supporting Children with Autism in Recreation 
Settings 
 
Presenter: Stephanie Jull, Capilano University, 

University of British Columbia 

 

Concurrent Session #2 cont. - 1:30-3:00 
 
Abstract: This session will overview strategies for 

empowering staff in recreation settings to support 
children with ASD.   Information will be presented from 
a research study conducted in a local community that 
examined the impact of a behaviour analytic training 
workshop and in-pool coaching to train swimming 
instructors to teach children with ASD.  Instructors 
were taught how to (a) establish rapport; (b) use 
activity schedules; (c) intersperse easy and difficult 
tasks; and (d) deliver clear instructions,  
effective prompts, and contingent reinforcement, as 
appropriate.  Results indicate that children with ASD 
were more cooperative and acquired skills at a faster 
rate following staff training.   
 
Mini-Seminar, Room 209, 1.5 CEUs 
Recent Research in the Assessment and 
Treatment of Stereotypy 
 
Presenters: Tyla Frewing; Sarah Pastrana and John 
T. Rapp, St. Cloud State University 
 
Abstracts: In this presentation, recent research in the 

assessment and treatment of stereotypy will be 
presented and discussed. Additionally, empirical data 
from two recent studies evaluating methods of 
assessing and treating stereotypy will be presented.  
In the first study, a method of predicting the effects of 
preferred stimulation on stereotypy was evaluated.  In 
the second study, the immediate and subsequent 
effects of response interruption and redirection were 
assessed for targeted and untargeted forms of 
stereotypy.  Implications of these research projects 
and future directions for research on stereotypy will be 
discussed. 
 

Invited Ethics Panel, 3:15-4:45 
 
Invited Panel, Room 100, 1.5 CEUs 
Presenters: Sara White, PhD, BCBA-D, Private 
Practice, Sendan Center; Miriam Elfert, M.Ed., M.A., 
BCBA, Reach Child and Youth Development Society; 
Richard Stock, M.S., BCBA, Ph.D. Candidate - UBC, 
ABA Learning Centre; Nicholas Watkins, BA, M.Div., 
M.Sc., BCBA, Douglas College, Laurel Behaviour 
Support Services 
 
Abstract: A number of relevant ethics topics will be 

discussed by an invited panel. A scenario related to 

each topic will be presented, along with relevant 

BACB ethical guidelines, and discussed in turn by 

each of the panellists. Topics discussed with then be 

opened for discussion from the floor 

 

 

 



Special Thanks! 
 
BC-ABA wishes to acknowledge the financial and in-
kind support provided by the Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Research and Collaboration in Autism 
(CIRCA) in the Faculty of Education at the University 
of British Columbia, ACT-Autism Community Training, 
and the Autism Society of British Columbia. This 
conference would not be possible without their 
generous contributions! 
 

 

 

 
                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration Information 
 
Registration for the 3

rd
 annual BC ABA conference is 

now available on-line.  Please visit www.bc-aba.org 

and follow the event listing links to register for both the 

pre-conference workshop and the BC ABA 

conference.  Please note you MUST be a registered 

and logged-in BC-ABA member in order to register for 

the pre-conference workshop and to qualify for the 

member price for the conference.  Please ensure you 

are LOGGED-IN if you are a member to obtain the 

member price and to register for the pre-conference 

workshop.  You can become a member on-line. 

 

Prices: 

 

Friday, March 2
nd

 pre-conference workshop  

6:00PM to 9:00PM- $30.00 (for members only) 

 

Saturday, March 3
rd

 BC-ABA conference: 

9:00AM to 4:45PM- $50.00 (members) 

              $100.00 (non-members) 

 

If you have any further questions regarding 

registration please email the conference committee at: 

conference@bc-aba.org 
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Additional Information 
 

Lodging 

 
If you are coming to Vancouver from outside of the lower 
Mainland and require accommodation, the closest hotels to 
UBC are: 
 
Holiday Inn Vancouver Centre 
(http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/hi/1/en/hotel/yvrbw)   
 
Granville Island Hotel 
(http://html.granvilleislandhotel.com/island.html)  
 
Best Western Chateau Granville 
(http://www.chateaugranville.com/) 
 
All are about 5 miles from UBC and will require a taxicab to 
get to the campus. The “official” address for the Scarfe 
building is 2125 Main Mall. 
 

CEUs 

 
CEUs for Board Certified Behavior Analysts (BCBAs) and for 
Board Certified Associate Behavior Analysts (BCABAs) are 
available for both mini-seminars and traditional papers 
 
Three CEUs will be earned for the pre-conference workshop; 
1.5 CEUs will be earned for the keynote address, and 1.5 
CEUs will be earned for each 90-minute mini-seminar and 
traditional paper session (2 papers per session).  BACB 
CEU credits will require a $5.00 fee per credit.  Payment is 

due at the end of the workshop or conference by either 
cash or check- we will be unable to accept credit or debit 

cards.  You will receive a certificate documenting how many 
CEUs you earned once necessary forms and payment is 
received. 
 
When you register, you will receive the necessary CEU 
completion forms in your registration packet.  You MUST be 
signed in and out of each mini-seminar or traditional paper 
you attend, and you MUST complete and submit an 
evaluation form for each session as well.   

 

Parking 
 

Parking is available at a cost of $6.00 for evening and 
weekend day parking.  The closest parkade to the Scarfe 
building is the West Parkade located on the east side of 
Lower Mall.  A detailed map and driving directions are 
available at:  
 
http://www.maps.ubc.ca/PROD/index_detail.php?locat1=900  

 
After you park, walk out of the West Parkade on Level 4 and 
look for the BC-ABA signs directing you to the Scarfe 
building, approximately a 5 minute walk from the parkade. 

Directions to UBC 
 

Comprehensive driving directions to and from UBC can be 
found on UBC’s website at: 
 

http://www.ubc.ca/about/directions.html 
 

To reach UBC by bus or transit 
 

Take any bus that states UBC as its destination – check 
the translink website below for bus numbers and times 

Skytrain passengers can get off at Broadway Station and 
then transfer onto the #99 B-Line bus to UBC  

Note that some routes service the UBC campus only 
during peak hours  

Complete bus schedules can be found at: 

www.translink.bc.ca  

 

BC-ABA Conference 
March 2nd & 3rd , 2012 

Scarfe Building, 2125 Main Mall 
University of British Columbia 

Vancouver, BC 
www.bc-aba.org  
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